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What is UKOTCF?: Member/ 
Associate organisations linked 

to a particular UKOTs/CDs 

• Alderney Wildlife Trust 
• Anguilla Archaeological & Historical Society 
• Anguilla National Trust 
• Ascension Conservation Centre 
• Ascension Heritage Society 
• Bermuda Audubon Society 
• Bermuda National Trust 
• UK Antarctic Heritage Trust 
• Chagos Conservation Trust 
• National Parks Trust of the Virgin Islands, BVI 
• Jost van Dykes Preservation Society, BVI 
• National Trust for the Cayman Islands 
• Akrotiri Environmental Education & Information 

Centre, Cyprus SBA 
• Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society 
• La Société Guernesiaise 
• National Trust for Jersey 
• Société Jersiaise 
• Isle of Man Department of Environment, Food & 

Agriculture 
• Montserrat National Trust 
• Pitcairn Natural Resources Division 
• St Helena National Trust 
• La Société Sercquiaise 
• Turks & Caicos National Museum 
• National Trust of the Turks & Caicos Islands 
• Turks & Caicos Reef Fund 
• Central Caribbean Marine Institute  
 
  







Environment Charters 

The Environment Charters signed in 2001 were a set of commitments 
between the UKOT and UK Government. They provide the partnership 
framework within which the UK could assist the territories. 
   



An overview of progress in implementing the 
Environment Charters and the Aichi Targets  

• 1999: UK Government White Paper  
• 2001: Charters signed by UK and UKOT Governments 
• 2002-2006: Strategies developed for TCI & St Helena (facilitated by 

UKOTCF) integrating conservation into economy and social activity 
continued in the UK Government  “mainstreaming” projects (2012 
onwards) 

• 2004-2005: UK & UKOT Governments asked UKOTCF to collate 
progress in meeting Charters 

• 2009: UK Government publishes UK Overseas Territories Biodiversity 
Strategy 

• 2010: UKOTCF workshop identifying complementary elements needed 
to complete strategy for biodiversity in UKOTs/CDs  



An overview of progress in implementing the 
Environment Charters and Aichi Targets (cont...) 

• 2010: Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and Aichi Targets 
agreed;  

• 2011: UKOTCF workshop- Objectives derived from international 
agreements (including Aichi), Charters, strategies for 
implementation, assessments of progress; 

• 2012: UK Government publishes White Paper; 
• 2013: UK Government UKOT Biodiversity Strategy review of progress 

published; House of Commons Environment Audit Committee holds 
Inquiry into Sustainability in the UK Overseas Territories; 

• 2014: UK Government published UK Overseas Territories Biodiversity 
Strategy update;  

• 2014 - present: NGOs & UK Government agency, JNCC joint meetings 
to identify shared priorities of UK bodies in support of the priorities 
of UKOTs/CDs themselves 
 
 





Review of progress in implementing Charters 
and moving towards Aichi targets 

• The Charters and Targets contain much the same commitments 
overall but divide them in very different ways. Matching them 
together we used this as the basis for collating progress on 
both.  

 





Review of progress in implementing Charters 
and moving towards Aichi targets 

• The Charters and Targets contain much the same commitments 
overall but divide them in very different ways. Matching them 
together we used this as the basis for collating progress on both.  

 
• In addition, this exercise has presented an opportunity to 

identify some of the gaps in needs in order to meet the 
commitments and targets.  

 
• Jan-Jul 2015 Sarah Barnsley and Emma Cary conducted desk 

review In July, forms were sent out to UKOTs for comment 
 
• At the conference for conservation practitioners July 2015 they 

conducted face-to-face interviews 



The Report  
 
Summary 
 
Introduction 
 
Methods  
 
Consultation and Acknowledgments 
 
Summary of results by Territory 
 
Summary of cross-territory results on main 
further needs 
 
UK Government and its commitments in 
relation to the further needs 
 
Appendix: Tables of more detailed collated 
information for each Territory 
 
 
 



For each Territory information is grouped under the 
following broad categories of progress to give an 
overview: 
1. Protected Areas 
2. Species Protection 
3. Monitoring and Baseline data 
4. Invasive species 
5. Planning, EIA and Legislation 
6. Pollution 
7. Climate-change, Renewable Energy and Waste Management 
8. Environment Education  
9. International Agreements 
10. Stakeholder Stewardship 
11. Economic Value of Sustainable Use 
12. Funding and other resourcing 



Monitoring and Baseline data  
 
The Department of Environment has monitoring programmes in place 
and these are widely reported. Data are used to support legislative 
and policy recommendations.  
 
The first step in the development of the National Biodiversity Action 
Plan (NBAP) for the Cayman Islands was the gathering together of 
existing information on the island’s species and habitats, towards 
establishing baseline information on the status of the country’s 
biodiversity, and determining key areas requiring action.  
 
The National Trust of the Cayman Islands operates the Cayman Islands 
only herbarium, available internationally in digital form online. It also 
maintains an insectarium that includes both historic and recent 
collections. 
 
Botanists have catalogued most of the wild plants of the Cayman 
Islands.  



•  Ascension’s Biodiversity Action Plan  
 
• Cayman’s Conservation Law 
 
• South Georgia Rat Eradication 
 
• Isle of Man fisheries management and protected areas  
 
• Gibraltar’s new fisheries regulations 
 
• Pitcairn’s proposed Marine Protected Areas  
 
• Red listing for threatened plants and invertebrates  

Some major achievements since 2010 



Some gaps identified 
 
• Sign up to Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements;  
 

• Creation of further protected areas 
including designating Ramsar sites;  
 

• Need for legislation and regulations;  
 

• Resources to increase capacity;  
 





What will the report be used for? 
 
Planned Environment Ministers meeting (tbc) 
autumn Montserrat 
 
Joint Ministerial Meeting in London in 
November 
 
Important source document as full working 
tables included in full report 
  
 
 

Thank you for listening  
Any questions please contact cwensink@ukotcf.org  
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