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Prevention

Store foods in containers that seal tightly or
in the refrigerator when you notice ant activity.

Don’t keep garbage in your home, especially
food debris.

Keep food preparation surfaces clean. Sweep
and mop the floor frequently.

Ants need water. Keep things clean and dry
and fix leaking faucets and pipes.

Caulk around windows and doors where ants
are entering the house. Weather strip doors
and windows to keep ants out.

Put pet dishes in a moat of soapy water (soap
prevents ants from floating across). Partially
fill a wide shallow container with soapy water
and place pet dishes in the middle of it.

If you find an ant nest near the house outside,
pour boiling water into it.

In places where children or pets play, try
sprinkling pepper along door thresholds
and windows.

If the ants are climbing a pole or wire to get
into your home, coat with a thick layer
of petroleum jelly. The ants will not

be able to walk through it.
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Control:

Observe ants and determine where they are
going and at what point they entered (such
as a crack in the wall).

Place a temporary barrier where the ants
are entering with Vaseline, dishwashing
liquid, toothpaste, duct tape or another sticky
substance.

Mop up ants with soapy water or vacuum
them up.

Once you have killed or removed most or
all of the ants, permanently block the entry
they were using with some form of permanent

caulking.

Chemieal
5‘{ Control:

There are two main types of low toxicity chemicals
well-suited for ant control.

(1) Diatomaceous Earth
and Silica Gel

These are two types of desiccants. They act by
drying out the insect. When the ant comes into
contact with the dust, the oily or waxy layer of the
ant is destroyed and the insect dies due to
dehydration without its protective coating. These
controls can be purchased from pool supply
companies.

Placed in wall voids or cracks between the floor
and cupboards, these dusts can be very effective
if kept dry. Re-dust periodically in humid weather.
Always wear goggles and a dust mask during

application to avoid breathing in the dust or hire
a professional. People with lung problems should
not use diatomaceous earth as it is an irritant.

(2) Boric Acid (Borax) Powder
This acts as a stomach poison for ants and works
best when the worker ants bring back the bait to
share with the colony. Eventually the entire colony
obtains a lethal dose of the poison, however this
may take a few days, so be patient.

Boric acid powder can be purchased from most
pharmacies. Be extremely careful when using it,
as the powder is an irritant. Wear gloves and eye
protection when mixing.



